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BOOK THE MONTH SELECTION 


Hagedorn, Hermann 
The Roosevelt Family Sagamore Hill 
Macmillan. Aug. 16, 1954. 435p. $5.00. 


This book contains amazing amount interesting 
information concerning Theodore Roosevelt 
family. One might first wonder how much 
authentic but when you recall that Hermann Hagedorn 
has been writing about this family since his graduation 
from college 1907, you realize that this book not 
has written 
edited nine books this subject, and now serving 
the Executive Director the Theodore Roosevelt 
Association. Mrs. Alice Roosevelt Longworth has 
stated that perhaps one else, outside the immediate 
family circle, knows the Roosevelt family history 
does the author this exceptionally interesting book. 
reading it, you too become member the family. 
goes without saying that Mr. Hagedorn sympathetic 
all Theodore Roosevelt’s actions and objectives. 
However, there comparatively little emphasis upon 
Roosevelt’s public life. the daily life the family, 
the activities the famous family home Sagamore 
Hill Long Island, that constitutes the major portion 
the book. 


Certainly that family life was wholesome and ad- 
mirable. was considered the time being 
typical American family, one that could serve 
example for others emulate. Roosevelt 
was conscious that fact, and tried successfully 
maintain family record which would have 
reason later ashamed. emerges father 
who was always more interested his family than 
anything else; public affairs did necessarily absorb most 
his time, but his heart was always centered his 
devoted family. Edith Carow, his second wife, lived 
every demand that and the public general 
made her. times the family circle had 
moved Albany Washington; but was Saga- 
more Hill that the family always returned. The house 
had been built according the specifications Theo- 
dore himself; other house did feel relaxed and 
home. 

Whatever else Roosevelt was, considered himself 
This trait was made clear urged the 
Nation prepare for the possibility war, during the 
Period 1915-1916. lost favor with his countrymen 
for this, because they were convinced that they were 
Not going become involved World War 


everyone knows, Roosevelt’s criticism Wilson was 
bitter that many molders public opinion became un- 
friendly Roosevelt. had the bitter satisfaction 
later knowing that had been right and that Wil- 
son had been wrong. However, Theodore Roosevelt 
fortunately was free from making the tragic errors 
made later Franklin Roosevelt, with reference 
European nations. Instead having fatuous faith 
the Russians, did Franklin, Theodore wrote this 
realistic analysis: see reason for believing that 
Russia advanced than Germany 
international ethics, and Japan, for all her politeness 
and her veneer western civilization, heart de- 
lighted attack any and every western nation when- 
ever the chance comes and there opportunity for 
Japan gain what she desires with reasonable safety. 
Germany smashed, perfectly possible that 
later she will have supported bulwark against 
the Slav the nations Western Europe.” That was 
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the foresight that Theodore displayed early 1916; 
was very unfortunate that did not have some- 
thing similar nature during World War II. But 
the main concern this book enable become 
better acquainted with the daily life one America’s 
finest families, the Theodore Roosevelts. This the 
book manages admirably. Years careful col- 
lecting and checking anecdotes Mr. Hagedorn 
have paid rich dividends, dividends which any reader 
can collect opening the pages The Roosevelt 


Family Sagamore Hill. 
Paul Kiniery, 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Brickhill, Paul Reach for the Sky 
Norton. Aug. 1954. 312p. $3.75. 

The story Douglas Robert Steuart Bader (pronounced 
Bah-der), now years age and retired from the 
Royal Air Force but still flying planes for the Shell 
Company, one the great stories indomitable 
courage and relentless persistence overcoming what 
would, ordinarily, considered insuperable handi- 
cap. “D.B.” has proved, (as others less famous, per- 
haps, have proved the history men), that “where 
there will, there way” only the will strong 
enough. And his biographer, author The Great 
Escape and Escape Die, Paul Brickhill, has written 
one the most competent and fascinating books this 
year Reach for the Sky. 

Douglas Bader was, twenty-one, devoted and com- 
petent flier the peace-time RAF and enthusiastic 
rugby: player almost certain named the all- 
England team, when casual clubhouse dare prompted 
him, against his better judgment, try some aerobatics 
over Woodley Aerodrome Monday afternoon, De- 
cember 14, 1931. cracked the plane showy 
low roll and both legs—one just below the knee, 
the other well above the knee. 

Such crushing accident might well have finished any 
other man’s flying days, leaving him feeling lucky that 
was still alive. Not Douglas Bader. made his 
mind learn walk artificial legs. And 
without cane. went the job doggedly and with 
good humor. fell innumerable times learning 
stump about his peg legs. And there one page 
this story man’s stubborn courage, the page 
which tells Bader’s first attempt play golf, which 
harrowing. tried swing the club and fell. and 
tried again and fell, and tried again and fell. More 
than forty times. But learned play golf well... 
his handicap now four. And that illustrates the 
dogged perseverance which characterized the man. 
hundred-percent disability pension from 
the RAF, got desk job, which hated. with 
petrol company later merged with the Shell Compay. 
married girl had first admired when she was 
waitress pub outside London which had gone 
with his mother the day first tried driving car 
again, without legs. She was Thelma and 
she proved the best thing that could have hap- 
pened man Douglas Bader’s temperament. 
Before was retired, however, had him- 
self and the RAF that fly planes com- 
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petently, better than the average. But there was, 
had been informed, nothing the King’s Regulations 
which would permit man with two artificial legs 
passed fit for flying. 


1939, when the Nazis were gobbling the rest 
Czechoslovakia, D.B. started plugging away again 
get reinstated the Air Force. was his great love 
and the one job felt could most competently, 
The upshot was that bulldogged his way back the 
RAF “in his former rank and seniority” and with his 
100% disability pension continuing. became one 
the leaders the Battle Britain and developed 
good deal the fighter tactics used the RAF then 
and subsequently. 


Eventually, was shot down over St. Omer and al- 
most did not escape from the cockpit his plane. 
had not had artificial leg, would have died— 
one foot caught under the cowling and escaped only 
when the harness which anchored the steel leg his 
body parted, throwing him free. 


was interned first hospital St. Omer and 
almost made good his escape from its third floor, down 
knotted bedsheets, and off through the night 
patriot’s house. fact, through the three years his 
captivity German prison camps, D.B. never gave 
trying escape; even when sent Colditz fortress, 
the eve the surrender that prison American 
troops, was intent trying escape. 

can think one who will not enjoy this very well 
written biography; and should prove inspiration 
all who read it. Paul Brickhill himself was 
flier with the RAF, was brought down Tunisia 
1943 and suffered series Oflags and Luft-Stalags, 
that knows well whereof writes. makes 
Reach for the Sky memorable and commendable 
book. The reader will note, probably, that although 
British officers and Other Ranks use lurid and 
fane and obscene language any soldiers, they not 
write that language for publication. sense real- 
ism lost such reticence. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB— 
MIDSUMMER SELECTION 


Gouzenko, Igor The Fall Titan 
Norton. July 19, 1954. 629p. $4.50. 

This novel, written the clerk who fled from the 
Soviet embassy Canada 1945 and whose 
tions helped break vast communist spy ring, rivals 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
Mary Anne (IIb) Aug. 
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Don Camillo’s Dilemma Guareschi July 
Never Victorious, Never 

Defeated Caldwell May 

Don’t Tread (IIb) Karig Aug. 
The Conquest Don Pedro Fergusson July 


Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth Aug. 
But Were Born Free (IV) Davis Mar. 


Angel Unaware (Ila) Rogers Apr. 
The Power Positive Thinking Aug. 
The Mind Alive (Ila) 
AChild the Century (IIb) Hecht July 
The Reason Why (Ila) Woodham- 

Smith Aug. 


Forty Plus and Fancy Free (Ila) Kimbrough 


some the classical Russian novels length. For all 
its good features, however, cannot said that 
equals them the profundity its characterization 
its expression the basic personal and social con- 
flicts that have earned for Russian literature the ad- 
miration men all over the world. 


The disintegration great Russian and Soviet literary 
giant the theme this book and provides with its 
Mikhail Gorin—a rather thin disguise for the 
writer Maxim Gorky—has contributed much toward 
preparing the minds men for the communist revolu- 
tion. After that event has taken place, leaves his 
native land for time but finally persuaded return 
the early nineteen thirties. The Soviet government 
heaps honors and wealth upon him but his enthusiasm 
grows cold before the cruelties the first five-year 
plan and the collectivization the farms. His opposi- 
tion not expressed; merely ceases writing. His 
silence, however, condemnation itself, and the 
government must force him speak out once more 
its favor destroy him. 


The task bringing Gorin around entrusted 
promising young university professor—and member 
the N.K.V.D.—Feodor Novikov, one the “new 
Soviet society. Novikov partially successful. 
persuades Gorin write new play glorifying Ivan the 
Terrible and thus indirectly explaining and endorsing 
the cruelties the communist regime. But the old 
man has not been completely convinced and finally, 
violent and compelling scene, Novikov carries out 
the other alternative the government’s directives 
beating Gorin death. 


the course this struggle minds and wills which 
finally ends violence, Novikov has his own sense 
security severely shaken. His love for Gorin’s daughter, 
Nina, unsettling influence. has some painful 
experiences with the savage cruelty communist func- 
tionaries, among whom one Veria (Beria) plays 
Prominent The idealism young man who 
dies from bullet fired prison camp guard, and 
his own brother, Nikolai, exerts magnetic attraction 
upon him. But rejects all these. Veria’s in- 


Dupeyrat 


sistence, leaves Nina. After his marriage another 
woman, drives away his wife (although she preg- 
nant), because her father has been arrested and rela- 
tionship with enemy the people can harm his 
position the party. The last glimpse the author 
gives him that lonely man standing the 
deck the steamer which taking him his assign- 
ment diplomat and spy America. The cold and 
deadening bonds fatalistic opportunism still hold 
him their embrace. 


Mr. Gouzenko has written some powerful and compell- 
ing passages. few them are poignant beauty. 
Others are stark their brutality and frankness (some 
unnecessarily so, the opinion this reviewer). But 
does not seem have penetrated beneath the sur- 
face the great theme with which passionately 
concerned. Many his minor characters seem 
mere caricatures. Even with the main actors has 
not achieved complete success. What the author seems 
give more external description events than 
account how these events have proceeded from 
the minds and hearts his characters. 


His Veria might the proper subject 
genuine literary character. times difficult 
understand the shifting thoughts and actions Nina 
Gorin. Though may feel sorry for Mikhail Gorin, 
the author does not evoke the full sense the tragedy 
the writer’s Nor does penetrate deeply be- 
neath the surface Feodor Novikov. Opportunism 
heavily tinged with fatalism may show how the 
new Soviet man acts; does not give complete ex- 
planation the motivation behind these acts. 


With all these literary defects, this book still provides 
interesting and even fascinating reading. From his own 
experiences the author presents grim picture 
segment Soviet society, picture which should prove 
instructive. His passionate cry protest against 
the evils that society. Unfortunately, almost 
completely negative cry. longs for the day when 
his fatherland will free. But the picture that 
free Russia which paints for through the words 
and dreams young Nikolai Novikov disturbing 
one. picture where peace and brother- 
hood reign under the inspiration atheistic and 
humanistic ideology. Was this not the motivating ideal 
Mikhail Gorin, the ideal which brought terror and 
misery Russia and destruction that great writer 
Having failed miserably once, hardly 
seems possible that can the faith hold out 
the idealistic youth the Soviet Union who groan 
under the present communist tyranny. 


John Long, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB—AUGUST 
SELECTION 


Dupeyrat, Andre Savage Papua 


Dutton. Aug. 23, 1954. 256p. $3.75. 


Translated from the French, (Vingt ans chez les 
Papous, which was crowned the French Academy 
when originally published), and with touching preface 
Paul Claudel, this continually interesting and 


inspiring account the adventures and hardships 
the missionary work the Fathers the Sacred Heart 
Issoudon, among the cannibal savages part the 
southeastern quarter New Guinea, the largest island 
our earth, (counting Australia and Greenland 
continental land areas), and with neighboring Borneo 
one the most remote from “civilization.” 


Father Dupeyrat lived among these primitive peoples 
for twenty-one years, from 1929 1950. arrived 
the mission station Fané-les-roses time wit- 
ness the celebration the twenty-fifth anniversary 
the founding the mission the territory known 
1905 Mafulu. the six thousand more native 
inhabitants that area, nearly 75% had become Chris- 
tians, Catholics, the twenty-five years; peace had 
come the feud-racked area; and the cannibalistic 
cruelty the past had vanished from among the con- 
verted tribes. There was, however, more work 
done: the remaining pagans were instructed and 
won; and the limits the mission were pushed 
into further remote valleys among other 
practicing their cannibalistic rites and ridden some 
rather fearsome sorcerers. 


The chapter describing Father Dupeyrat’s defiance 
the jealous remnants the witch-doctors, and his con- 
sequent exposure series carefully planted veno- 
mous snakes will make any reader’s hair stand end. 
And the account the martyrdom the catechist 
Ivolo Keleto once horrifying and deeply moving. 
Indeed, there are some extraordinary gleams divine 
grace reported these pages, casual and off-hand 
their writing that one apt forget the drudgery and 
danger these simply heroic priests practiced and in- 
spired their people. 


Father Dupeyrat writes with deep affection and 
understanding his simple and poverty-ridden people 
Papua. The area his mission was battleground, 
part, during the early phases World War II... 
the phase that was probably the cruelest and most 
dreadful for those who fought through the immense 
mountain jungles interior New Guinea. But the 
faint-hearted should warned that many incidents 
will deeply shocking sensibilities. Paul Claudel, 
his Preface, says: was caught and held the 
very last these pages that dip deeply into name- 
less horrors and yet are illuminated magnificent 
resolution.” reviewer concurs with the august 
Academician judging Savage Papua “more than 


Grady, 
University Scranton 


Daniels, Jonathan The End Innocence 
Lippincott. June 16, 1954. 339p. $5.00. 


Jonathan Daniels, author Southerner Discovers 
the South and The Man Independence, has now 
turned his pen the era President Wilson. His 
central figures are his father, Josephus Daniels, and 
Franklin Roosevelt. The former emgeres kindly 
and conscientious. moderate and efficient his role 
Secretary the Navy. FD.R., these years, served 
Assistant Secretary the Navy. From these pages 
one carries away two general impressions Roosevelt: 


Daniels Tebbel 


Best 


one the young socialite immersed the delights 
World War Washington; the other picture 
youthful but inveterate navalist. F.D.R.’s enthusiasm 
for naval expansion was often more extreme than that 
the professional naval men themselves. was 
close Republican navalist circles, (in which his 
cousin T.R. was leader), and occasionally carried 
his activities the point disloyalty his chief, 
Mr. Daniels. 


Most this volume consists series footnotes 
history. Professional historians, passionate 
and group history minded general readers will find 
scattered through its pages some arresting snapshots 
personalities the period, (those Bryan seemed 
among the most vivid). Many readers, the other 
hand, think, will find The End Innocence 
ingly discursive. The career Josephus Daniels has 
within large elements dullness and, while F.D.R. 
undeniably fascinating subject, there probably 
more satisfactory account him during these years 
the biography Frank Freidel. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Tebbel, John Voice the Streets 
Dutton. Aug. 1954. 383p. $3.95. 


John Tebbel has tried give this novel picture 
New York the middle years the nineteenth cen 
tury and portrayal the rise the modern news 
paper through the work brave and imaginative 
editor. Mr. Tebbel chose interesting locale, 
citing time, and promising central theme; but has 
fallen, have other ambitious writers the historical 
novel before him, between two stools: 
evoked the excitement that good history should call 
forth and has formed shadows where should have 
created people. has written neither history nor 
good fiction. 


The central character the novel newspaper 
tor, Timothy Duncan Stevens, who, aided wealthy 
benefactor, begins his publication very small scale 
and with only himself for staff. has scarcely 
begun put his paper solid footing when loses 
everything the fire 1835. order resume his 
work accepts the financial aid Tammany 
cians, but insists his own independence. 


pioneering age, Stevens achieves much his suc 
cess through innovation. covers the police courts, 
writes brilliant and provocative articles about 
finance, sets his own systems for foreign 
spondence and for swift communications. 


The editor is, however, unhappy his private life. 
loves Jean, girl from the slums, but fears that 
riage her may stand the way his climb power 
and position; after finds that she the mistress 
his first benefactor, Jeremiah Temple, turns from 
her disgust. commits adultery with Jeremiah’s 
wife, who promptly runs away take life 
prostitute, and then marries Jeremiah’s daughter; but 
always his thoughts revert happy days with Jean. 
finds Jean and sets establishment 
for her where can feel more home than does 
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his glittering mansion. When his wife killed 
the draft riots 1863 looks forward happy 
ending with Jean. 


Mr. Tebbel has made abundant use historical fact. 
has modeled Stevens’ editorial career that 
James Gordon Bennet, though has taken some 
liberties with the facts Bennet’s life: Stevens 
younger than Bennet was the start his work 
publisher; though Bennet’s very real independence 
spirit emphasized, his yellow journalism scarcely 
mentioned; the editor the novel made Irishman 
rather than Scotchman, perhaps effort soften 
the harsh criticism Irish immigrants which the novel 
clearly implies. Some historical characters appear, 
such Bishop Hughes—whose very limited political 
activity could have been given much better perspec- 
tive; and Isaiah Rynders, the strange soldier fortune, 
who set opposition Stevens all through the 
book. Great events like the first steam crossing the 
Atlantic and the coronation Queen Victoria are 
given some place. 


The material lying behind this novel rich. Yet the 
fact remains that better book would result capable 
historian were write vivid history the period 
good novelist were pay less attention history 
and write stirring novel. Mr. Tebbel may have rec- 
ognized his inability bring his chosen era life; 
sometimes almost seems that saw the dullness 
that would weigh down his narrative and selected the 
cheapest all devices for awakening interest—a con- 
stant overtone sex which sometimes, unpleas- 
and tasteless way, becomes the blatant dominant 
theme. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Roth, Lillian 
Fell. June 1954. 347p. $3.95. 


Television audiences the weekly program, This 
Your Life, undoubtedly recall the thrilling dramatic 
impact the first presentation, (it was later repeated), 
the story Lillian Roth’s regeneration, successful 
struggle break the chains habitual slavery alco- 
hol, and her return her career singer talent 
and charm. This book was, almost certainly, then 
well beyond the first-draft stage. now, (as this 
belated review here), its fifth printing and heading 
best-seller lists most the nation. The book de- 
serves that place record the power human 
will aided divine grace return dignity from the 
depths degradation. 


With alcoholism rising nation that seems times 
Neurotic age moral confusion, the popularity 
this book (and Norman Brokenshire’s recent auto- 
biography the same theme) significant and may 
well salutary for many who will read and find 
inspiration and encouragement. Much cynic com- 
ment has been made the “apparent compulsion 
the reformed addict tell all”; opinion has been 
hazarded that this form public confession part 
the process rehabilitation. The fact remains, how- 
ever, that the process rehabilitation, remaking 


Cry Tomorrow 


Roth The World, The Flesh and Allen Smith 


shattered life, has have been completed and firmly 
established before any record the agonizing struggle 
can have cogency meaning. 


The outlines Miss Roth’s story are probably well 
enough known. She was for many years star the 
musical theater who had achieved fame and fortune 
early, after life “show-business” that began when 
she was resolutely pushed into the offices 
agents and producers ambitious and embittered 
mother, and into children’s acting school where 
clutch contemporary names were classmates. 
unsuccessful marriage, singularly so, after rather 
tragic adolescent romance seems have been the im- 
mediate beginning the breakdown, although her early 
homelife was unstable and unpleasant enough have 
had some disruptive influence. And always there 
taken into account the hothouse emotional atmos- 
phere competitive theatrical careers, intensified 
the social chaos “glamorous” living-up-to-headlines. 


The descent into the depths the maelstrom the 
habitually sodden was not sudden, though swift enough 
and devastatingly abject. Miss Roth tells the brutal 
story without sparing herself and without undue sensa- 
tionalism. shockingly frank story, that is, never- 
theless, not without restraint. She insists that her reso- 
lutions reform and her efforts would have 
been feeble and futile without the help prayer and 
its rewarding, revivifying grace. her grateful ac- 
knowledgment supernatural assistance seems inade- 
quate the telling, that probably accounted 
for the realization that difficult—for any but 
mystical poet like Saint John the Cross Saint 
Augustine—to put into words the experience God’s 
love and support and the strength that accrues there- 
from. Perhaps, too, effort avoid the mawkish, 
Miss Roth has understated the case her religious 
experience and convictions. But she makes clear 
that alone, without divine assistance, the rebirth she 
has won would have been shortlived not impossible. 
She has, one may note, become Catholic. She has 
also recaptured some part her career singer 
style and authority. Her book cannot but salu- 
tary inspiration many; dire warning all. will, 
also hope, win for her the continuing prayers all 
who rejoice for lost sheep found and returned the 
fold. This autobiography not for children; but 
not think would harm any girl boy their late 
Some them would profit from its warning 
esson. 


The World, The Flesh and Allen Smith 

(An Anthology Smith Humor edited Bergen Evans.) 
Hanover House. July 1954. $2.95. 

Just Pocahontas saved one Smith for posterity 
Pokenfunatus might save another. One should not 
expected take Smith more seriously than that. Even 
though Allen’s quicksilver quipage backs the 
mirror which see ourselves and our times 
others than ourselves would see us, the distortion 
the eccentric less than universal. The chest puffed 
out with pride thrown back from the mirror 
thin-skinned, weak-hearted dumbell rounded out 
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The World, The Flesh and Allen Smith edited 
Bergen Evans anthology Smith humor which 
the mirror technique carried for 301 pages. The 
selections, while always interesting, are composite 
the best the jest and mere wit cut fit. 


The Boob’s Boswell polishes the mirror with style that 
simple and transparent. Yet matter whose face 
see therein can still trace our own features. But 
when his hopelessly playful and ephemeral humor runs 
riot with the fads, foibles and frailities human nature 
and feel like giving him the axe, then Pokenfunatus 
steps save him and see the twinkle the eye 
truth—even only contrived twinkle. 


The excellent introduction Bergen Evans almost 
better than the book deserves, and Smith himself better 
cut down than full scale. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Cronin, Vincent The Golden Honeycomb 
Dutton. Aug. 1954. 267p. $3.75. 


While not likely that The Golden Honeycomb 
the talented son author Cronin will become 
best-seller, deserves notice pleasant and ingeni- 
ously oriented study the island Sicily, its people 
and history and art and situation. Centering his travel 
observations pursuit the legend—or facts since 
lost time—of golden honeycomb contrived the 
artist Daedalus votive offering the temple 
Aphrodite Erice, young Mr. Cronin manages make 
the revelation store erudition and experience 
the island engaging and refreshing. If, times, his 
inductions seem tortuously erudite and even youthful 
naive their enthusiasm for his project, the sum-total 
the book intriguingly different view Sicily, 
one that will likely lure readers visit such slum- 
brously vital towns Monreale, Palermo, Acireale, 
Syracuse, even Noto, Ragusa, Modica and 
Mr. Cronin has fresh and admiring eye for architec- 
ture, for the texture sea and sky and landscape; his 
classical studies, (he took honors the classical tripos 
Trinity College, Oxford), give him perspective into 
antiquity and seems personally fascinated the 
story Sicily from pre-Minoan times the present. 
Inevitably some that enthusiasm infects the reader; 
least such readers have patience and interest 
explore something more soul-satisfying than the latest 
entrant the fiction-handicaps. 


Peale, Norman Vincent 
The Power Positive Thinking 
Prentice-Hall. 1954. 276p. $2.95. 


According the blurb the dust jacket this book 
Dr. Peale minister the Marble Collegiate Church 
New York City. described the “Minister 
Millions,” nationally known through his newspaper 
columns, radio and programs, magazine articles 
and best selling books. preaches 4,000 every 
Sunday and his sermons are mailed 150,000 people 
all over the world. The Power Positive Thinking 
has sold 700,000 copies thirteen printings, has been 


Cronin Peale 


Best 


the New York Times’ Best Seller list for months 
and currently heading the non-fiction section 
that list. 


Some idea the reason for this vast audience may 


gained from reading this book. Dr. Peale selling the 
same brand goods Dale Carengie and, all likeli- 
hood, appealing the same people who made How 
Win Friends and Influence People hit. addition, 


Dr. Peale makes pitch for those who are simply 


drowning the secular society which live. 
Whereas Carnegie makes nice living out the in- 
feriority complexes people who want get more 
this world’s goods and honors, Dr. Peale promises all 
that Dale promises and more. opens the door 
mental and physical health, peace mind and soul 
and heaven too. 


This “How to” book which nothing more than 
catalogue short stories the “confession” variety. 
was down and out, had lost all pep, people 


avoided me, was about lose business, etc. etc.” 


Dr. Peale points out him the therapeutic value 
thinking good thoughts, never indulging doubts, 
waking every morning and repeating three times 
believe! believe! believe!” (That’s faith?)—eschew- 
ing hatred and indulging happy thoughts. 


and Behold! the patient feels better almost once. 
What’s more important, goes out and saves his 
business and, apparently, lives nice comfortable exist- 
ence forever after. order induce this happy state 
mind and preserve it, Dr. Peale suggests appropriate 
quotations from the Bible. These are always “happy” 
quotations, full the promise good things here and 
now. God this book made the “partner” 
number different persons who thereby attain great 
business success. convenient partner who never has 


The tragic consequence “free interpretation” the 
Bible are everywhere evident this book. Dr. Peale 
cites “two famous industrialists” (he has tremendous 
acquaintance with “leading scientists,” “outstanding 
civic leaders,” “foremost” preachers, educators, doctors, 
lawyers, psychologists, etc.) who had 
about business matter. They not only conferred, 
they prayed over it. 


Alas, the results were not expectation. So, since 
the scriptural injunction two three are 
gathered together name, there the midst 
them.” (Matt. 18, 20) brought friend 
one them, old country preacher, the 
phenomenon they should scrupuously follow the for- 
mulas outlined the Bible which they described 


the textbook spiritual science.” 


Having thus satisfied their juvenile suspicion that God 
was withholding his partnership awaiting 
party called for the formula, and adding few more 
Biblical injunctions for good measure, “The outcome 
was thoroughly satisfactory. Subsequent results indi- 
cated that Divine guidance was actually obtained.” 


This book would more consequence than any 
other “How to” book similar sophomoric content 
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were not for the terrifying facts set forth the first 
paragraph above. Millions people are eating this 
kind pseudo-religious, pseudo-scientific stuff lieu 
the truths religion. There hunger for the 
peace mind and soul that only understanding 
the fact Original Sin, the redemptive power the 
Passion and the absolute necessity for Sanctifying Grace 
can adequately satisfy. 


Without doubt much the advice Dr. Peale gives has 
therapeutic value. the purely natural level his 
injunctions about taking easy, being cheerful, avoid- 
ing evil depressing thoughts can helpful. How- 
ever, when the “patient” enjoined seek solace 
the revealed words God simply and solely 
means sloughing off his mental depressions without 
reference sorrow for sins the dominating fact 
man’s fall from Grace, the book becomes absurd and 
almost blasphemous. 


The fact eternal damnation for sins, the divinity 
Christ, the necessity repentence for offending God, 
the value suffering means propitiating for sins 
and attaining perfection, are all ignored. Dr. Peale 
assures everyone that happiness lies the here and 
now and the hereafter regrouping our atoms 
electrons some way (which science will someday 
discover) where all attain our eternal end being 
rejoined with those loved this world. 


Then there faith healing. The author recounts sev- 
eral instances wherein, through the power prayer, 
incurably ill people were healed. All one has 
draw upon the “Higher Power,” have faith and nothing 
impossible. Unfortunately “faith” here purely 
anthropomorphic thing which, believing our- 
selves, can “saved” from financial, social phy- 
sical disaster. For “God” Dr. Peale could just easily 
substitute, land where Christianity unknown, 
the name any “Higher Power” and promise the same 
fantastic and earthbound results. 


This book can read discriminating adults the 
event they have nothing better which difficult 
envision. 

Myles Gannon, 

Managing Editor, Catholic Light, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Maurier, Daphne Mary Anne 


Doubleday. June 18, 1954. 351p. $3.50. 

She was born the heart London, her father 
shadow she never knew, her mother lost soul quickly 
tied drunken second husband. Before she knew 
the meaning life, Mary Anne knew some the 
terrors living, and she vowed her heart that she 
would make her future the love wealthy man. 
There would struggle with besotted poverty 
her life. But when marriage finally did come, was 
just the nightmare she had feared all her life. For 
nine years and four children she endured it, then 
packed her bags and took off into the night with the 
children. For the rest her life she supported her 
family the one business she came know perfectly, 
Prostitution. Wealth came and fame followed. Then 


Maurier Woodham-Smith 


desertion, bitterness, revenge, despair, the gradual de- 
generation lost soul moving even deeper into its 
own private hell. 


not the job the reviewer probe deep into the 
psychology the author. His concern with the 
book itself, not the mind that produced it. But 
would grossly unfair the reader report this 
book without passing observation the curious ele- 
ment that haunts anyone who reads Mary Anne. The 
central character the story the great-great-grand- 
mother the author, Daphne Maurier. Now 
probably true many girls—and may boys, doubt— 
that their ancestors were not exactly models Chris- 
tian piety. told that not too many the landed 
gentry the west bear close inspection few genera- 
tions back. But quite another thing find 
polished writer the class Miss Maurier inviting 
you into the house with “Come meet Grandma, the 
old whore the Duke York.” Miss Maurier 
much too good writer have that. know 
that John Steinbeck, one his latest monumental 
works, did study one his female ancestors that 
showed her somewhat less than respectable. But 
Miss Maurier has always been cut above the 
little-dirty-joke-mentality Steinbeck his worst. 
She couldn’t have been that badly need plot. 


Like everything else Miss Maurier has written, this 
slick professional job writing that will hold you 
till the end. But you happen admirer 
the lady, am, you may feel with mild sug- 
gestion nausea the idea that distinguished 
writer had wheel one her black sheep out the 
closet where skeletons and sheep are stored, just 
shear and sell you coat made from the wool. I’m 
sure the book will make lots money for Daphne 
Maurier. hope she really needs that badly. 


Frank O’Gorman, Ph.D., 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Woodham-Smith, Cecil The Reason Why 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 29, 1954. 287p. $4.00. 


Long-past British military blunders are scarcely news, 
nor are they likely interest the average American 
reader. Saratoga, Yorktown and New Orleans are all 
well-known. Why the Crimean War for still 
another terrible example? this well-documented 
slim volume, Mrs. Woodham-Smith does more than 
tell the tragic charge the Light Brigade. She digs 
into the reason for the tragedy and, doing, reveals 
the basic errors the British military system. 


September 20, 1854, 700 horsemen the Light 
Brigade charged into three-sided pocket, ringed about 
hills and covered with the artillery and infantry 
the Imperial Russian Army. twenty minutes the 
Charge the Light Brigade was over. There had been 
absolutely nothing accomplished and there were only 
195 survivors left drag back the British lines. Mrs. 
Woodham-Smith’s thesis that there were inherent 
defects the British Army and way life that made 
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this disaster inevitable. Reductively these defects are 
three. 


First was the “purchase system.” This was the sale 
commissions anyone who had money enough buy 
them. This led command rank and not merit. 
Men who led troops with distinction for years found 
themselves superceded wealthy playboys who had 
bought the command showcase for their flamboy- 
ant parades and promenades. Officers who had served 
India were scorned the well-to-do dandies who 
bought their way into rank when the troops were sta- 
tioned England. 


The second fatal drawback was the British adulation 
their nobility. Theirs was world “unimaginable 
today. Flattered, adulated, deferred to, with incomes 
enormously increased the Industrial Revolution, and 
yet untaxed, all powerful over tenantry still unen- 
franchised the lord was being from another 
world. One the protagonists the battle Bala- 
clava, Lord Lucan, commander the calvalry, had 
long and terrible career owner immense estates 
Ireland. There was noted for “his ruthlessness, 
lack sentiment, energy, disregard public opinion,” 
virtues which found their exercise during the potato 
famine. James Brudenell, seventh Earl Cardigan, 
had long history brawls, duels, misunderstandings, 
mutinies, injustices and when his regi- 
ment was garrison duty the resort town Brigh- 
ton. When was given command the Light Bri- 
gade the Crimean Campaign, tragedy was inevitable. 


The third terrible condition that led ruin was the 
absence any great leader. Marlborough Wel- 
lington could have forged victory even from such dubi- 
ous metal Lucan and Cardigan. But poor, bumbling 
Lord Raglan, who commanded the expedition, could 
only mumble saws from the great Iron Duke and try 
placate everybody within earshot. 

The men who fell Pickett’s charge least were 
carrying out the orders Lee. But Balaclava one 
knew what Raglan had ordered. Lucan, the cavalry 
commander, was not speaking terms with Raglan, 
his commander-in-chief. Cardigan, the commander 
the Light Brigade was sore everybody and slept 
his private yacht, some ten miles from the battlefront. 
Raglan kept his headquarters the hills where 
could see the whole terrain, but took him nearly 
hour get message the fighting troops. 


usual, the GIs were the ones prize 
dolts Lucan and Cardigan were uninjured the fray 
and many more years recriminations were left them. 


first may seem disconcerting 270 page book 
find the key battle unmentioned page 207. 
However the background all pertinent. The picture 
the famine Ireland essential the understand- 
ing the nobility England the time. And the 
long study the Army wranglings gives clear pic- 
ture the internal troubles the armed forces had 
under the purchase system. 

This volume deserves rank with the author’s Flor- 
ence Nightingale, and that high praise indeed. 


Stephen Laut, 


University Scranton 


Steinbeck 


Best SELLERs 


ALTERNATE BOOK THE MONTH CLUB 
FOR AUGUST 


Steinbeck, John Sweet Thursday 
Viking. June 10, 1954. 273p. $3.50. 

Seems there used kind novel classified 
cerning rogues.” isn’t this Sweet Thursday pretty 
close that sort thing? Steinbeck, back the 
happy neverland Cannery Row, comes close 
Rabelais and Jonathan Swift (not acid the latter) 
anyone since those worthies, save possibly Eric Link- 
later his rare best. 


There are two levels which novel may judged, 
after assaying and weighing: one, piece writing; 
two, reflection the morality the author the 
age which writing. Sweet Thursday rings gay 
chime the first count; pretty nearly inspired, 
anyhow consummately crafty that looks so. 
the second score, can found wanting mostly inso- 
far takes for granted certain social aberrations 
are commonly identified with “the oldest profession 
the world” without going into any clinical detail, 
physical psychical. 


The microcosm that Cannery Row raffish, ribald 
times and mildly profane. Few the citizens that 
backwash segment Monterey have anything like 
“visible means support.” Mack and Whitey and 
slow-thinking Hazel (who not girl) are 
bums, you will. The girls the staff the Bear 
Flag belong species hetaerae, parasite baggages. 
who runs the Western Biological Laboratories—a fancy 
name for the shack where prepares marine animals, 
cats, rats, rattlesnakes, etc., for shipment 
students hither and yon, Ph.D. with hedonistic 
philosophy that humane and humble. Wide Ida and 
Eddie purvey cheap whiskey from 
The nearest thing villain the piece Jesu 
Maria Rivas, the orphaned reform school graduate who 
bought out Lee Chong’s store, and crooked can- 
not understand anyone playing game chess without 
cheating, and impressed with Doc’s popularity that 
toys with the idea making honesty racket. 
There are hearts gold almost everyone, even 
though they tend tarnish easily. And one suspects 
that under all the hap-scrappy tatters and tantrums 
these denizens the down-but-not-out area, there 
moral philosophy that may not supernatural, but 
healthily and wholesomely the stain- 
burr and the polished shell, amid the mazy 
whorls the interior, one can find sweet meat that 
not mere wormfood. 


Probably people were are all-fired lovely and 
conspiring kindness are ninety-eight percent the 
citizens Cannery Row. Certainly simple-minded and 
strapping big Hazel one the gosh-darnedest deus 
machinis anyone ever put tossing ball-bats into 
free-wheeling plot. But take face value, Sweet 
Thursday far better Steinbeck—and very good 
one—than was Wayward Bus East Eden. And 
that not say that (editorial plural) not take 
Mr. seriously; rather, take Mr. better when 
not taking and making Mr. seriously. And are 
not sure but that Mr. more seriously 
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sidered when not being serious has been 
late. 


any rate, this adult tale, for adults. 


Barrett, William the Last Man 
Pennant Books. July 169p. $0.25 (paper). 


the Last Man short historical novel, the 
author The Left Hand God and The Shadows 
the Images, appearing for the first time this country 
this paper-backed edition. There has been previous 
British publication (1947), and American magazine 
serialization. 


The background this work the Chilean War for 
Independence. The fictional thread the story 
Craig Archer, ex-U.S. Army officer, who leads troop 
American paid-volunteers into South America under 
the command Jose Carrera, bitter rival Bernardo 
O’Higgins. The small force, separated from the army 
San Martin the jealousies the leaders, makes 
its way across the Argentine and through the passes 
the dreadful Andes into Chile where able take 
part the decisive battle Chacabuco 1817. 


This swiftly told story, stripped almost the mini- 
mum essentials this type fiction. era when 
the historical romance lush, nothing else, quite 
Carrera the chief “real” personage the 
book and fine and convincing portrait him done. 
The bits San Martin and O’Higgins ring authenti- 
cally. 


Readers Mr. Barrett’s later books may surprised, 
for much his more recent emphasis conscience 
and human relationships does not appear 
primarily “action” story, but its virility should cause 
wonder. The same sincere workmanship and 
fundamentally sound writing which are found 
the other works are easily discerned this. While 
the Last Man pretends great sweep, 
exciting and vivid tale military action. Best all, 
avoids practically every major flaw the perennial 
historicals the day and can generally recom- 
mended. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Isherwood, Christopher The World the Evening 
Random. June 1954. 301p. $3.50. 


Since this novel, had better said that the 
story commences with the expected discovery 
Stephen that his wife, Jane, actively unfaithful 
him. runs away, from Hollywood Philadelphia, 
where owns rather large house which managed 
for him old woman, member the Friends, 
who had raised him England when had been or- 
Philadelphia broken leg forces him into 
lengthy period reflection during which reads 
through letters his first wife, Elizabeth, now dead, 
who had been novelist and had been some twelve 


Barrett Isherwood Williams 


years his senior. His review his past life prompted 
this reading shaped the persons with whom 
contact during his convalescence into feeling 
“maturity” and pseudo-mysticism which enable him 
the end meet Jane, now divorced from him, with- 
out rancor and somewhat with feeling quiet relief. 


Details much the intendedly transcendant “mean- 
ing” this heralded work may omitted. enough 
say that implications thinly veiled The Memorial 
and Prater Violet are here worked out expressly the 
proposition that homosexual “love” better than the 
normal variety and that the really mature person 
the one who can sexually ambivalent with 
qualms conscience. 


Since Mr. Isherwood has some talent, distinctly minor, 
even the “discriminating adult” should actively en- 
couraged not bother with this book, and the 
author’s reputation has been largely matter re- 
flected glory seems that not even professional stu- 
dents literature would find anything here interest. 


Doris Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Williams, Oscar 
The Pocket Book Modern Verse 
Apr. 1954. 638p. $0.50. 


“It always good read poetry, better read 
that which had been made out our own lives, 
contemporary, modern poetry.” such un- 
critical and unnecessarily apostolic apologia, Oscar Wil- 
liams introduces The Pocket Book Modern Verse, 
“the first anthology major scope 
published paper-bound edition.” 


Pocket Books. 


Whether not Williams proves that this “better,” 
does present representative selection the good 
and the bad modern poetry. Beginning with 
liberal selection the transcendental wanderings 
Whitman, the anthology traces the “experience” 
modern poetry: the experimentation with form, the 
groping for new themes; the contemporary questioning 
that produced the religious peace Dylan Thomas, 
the blasphemy James Joyce, and the unresolved un- 
certainty Edwin Arlington Robinson. 


The standard selections favored anthologists are 
again represented here, but these are supplemented 
with new selections the recognized poets well 
“new voices.” contains most satisfying selection 
Cummings, usually badly represented mis- 
understanding editors. This year’s Pulitzer Prize poet, 
Theodore Roethke, receives one-page recognition con- 
sisting three short poems, the quality which 
must have excelled elsewhere. 


Designed popular companion, this anthology 
will share the fate most such collections: some its 
pages will dogeared with use, while others will never 
read. 


Joan Lonergan, 
Catholic University America Library, 
Washington 17, 


Kiely Field 


REPRINTS 


Kiely, Benedict The Evil Men 


Dell Books No. 792. $0.25. 


Cunningham, reviewing this book when was 
first published under the title Honey Seems Bitter, (cf. 
Best Sellers, vol. 12, no. 16, Nov. 15, 1952), said 
part: “This third novel Benedict Kiely well 
written but the philosophy the whole quasi- 
naturalistic. Honey Seems Bitter sounds bit Russian 
with Irish brogue.” was rated IIb that time, 


Best SELLERs 


and there reason change that rating now that 
reprinted paperback pocket size. 


* * * 


Field, Peter Coyote Gulch 


Pocket Books, Inc. Aug. 1954. $0.25. 

Serialized Golden West magazine 1936 
lero Coyote Gulch, this rousing rifle-fire and 
shenanigans tale, with run-of-the-ranchlands romance 
drawlin’ through the doin’s. welcomed 
those addicted this category cow-fiction. 


POSTSCRIPT 


The summer months and vacations are often cause 
for dislocations which may delay the arrival books 
with reviewers and the book reviews with editors. 
Estimates several recent books which have sped 
the upper brackets popularity are, after some un- 
avoidable tardiness, found this issue. the 
next issue, September 1954, together with the new 
publications, will found reviews William Faulk- 
ner’s Fable; Pamela Frankau’s Wreath for the 
Enemy; Elliot Paul’s Desperate Scenery; Andre Sou- 
biran’s The Healing Oath; Ralph’s The Story 
Our Civilization; and Christopher Fry’s The Dark 
Light Enough. 
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